
 

Welcome to the last term of Social Sciences in English. This term we are going 

to work a history item. Well to be honest we are going to work an item before the 

history. As you know we are going to work about prehistory.  

Prehistory is something you have already studied this school year, but we are 

going to try and approach it in a different way. The main goal of our project is to 

review the contents of the prehistory and learn it in English.   

This dossier will orient your during the course, you will have to ask some activities 

and complete some charts. Also you will have to do a mind map and chronological 

line through the prehistory.  

The dossier plus the attitude you show in the class will count the 30% of the global 

mark, another 30% will come from the presentation you are going to do at the 

end of term, and finally the last 40% will come from the mind map and the 

chronological line.  

 

 

 

So we hope you’ll enjoy the last of the Social Science projects. 

Hurry up the end it is close!  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Historians call the early period of human history the Stone Age. They do this 

because it was the time when people used stone to make tools and weapons. 

The earliest part of this period was the Palaeolithic Age. In 

Greek, paleolithic means "old stone." Therefore, the Palaeolithic Age is also 

called the Old Stone Age. 

Fast Question: What means Palaeolithic in Greek?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 



 

Surviving in the Palaeolithic Age 

 

Try to imagine what life was like during the Palaeolithic Age. Think about living 

in a time long before any roads, farms, or villages existed. Palaeolithic people 

often moved around in search of food. They were nomads, or people who 

regularly move from place to place to survive. They travelled in groups, or 

bands, of about 20 or 30 members. 

 

Palaeolithic people survived by hunting and gathering. The search for food was 

their main activity, and it was often difficult. They had to learn which animals to 

hunt and which plants to eat. Palaeolithic people hunted buffalo, bison, wild 

goats, reindeer, and other animals, depending on where they lived. Along 

coastal areas, they fished. These early people also gathered wild nuts, berries, 

fruits, wild grains, and green plants. 

 

Fast question: Use your words to explain what means nomads?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Finding food. 

Palaeolithic men and women performed different tasks within the group. Men—

not women—hunted large animals. They often had to search far from their 

camp. Men had to learn how animals behaved and how to hunt them. They had 

to develop tracking methods. At first, men used clubs or drove the animals off 

cliffs to kill them. Over time, however, Palaeolithic people developed tools and 

weapons to help them hunt. The traps and spears they made increased their 

chances of killing their prey. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Women stayed close to the camp, which was often located near a stream or 

other body of water. They looked after the children and searched nearby woods 

and meadows for berries, nuts, and grains. Everyone worked to find food, 

because it was the key to the group's survival. 

 

Fast question: How they get food?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Some scientists believe that an equal relationship existed between Palaeolithic 

men and women. It is likely that both made decisions that affected the band or 

group. Some evidence suggests that some men and women may have hunted 

in monogamous pairs. This means that a man and a woman worked together to 

find food for themselves and their children. Such groupings became the first 

families. 

 

 



 

The Invention of Tools 

 

Culture is the way of life for a group of people who share similar beliefs and 

customs. The methods Palaeolithic people used to hunt and gather their food 

were part of their culture, as were the tools they used. 

 

Technology tools and methods to perform tasks-was first used by Palaeolithic 

people. Before this time, sticks, stones, and tree branches served as tools. 

Later, people made devices from a hard stone called flint. Have you ever 

imagined how difficult it would be to prepare or eat food without a cutting tool? 

Paleolithic people learned that by hitting flint with another hard stone, the flint 

would flake into pieces. These pieces had very sharp edges that could be used 

for cutting. Hand axes, for example, were large pieces of flint tied to wooden 

poles. Flint technology was a major breakthrough for early peoples. 

 

Over time, early people made better, more complex tools. Spears and bows and 

arrows made killing large animals easier. Harpoons, or spears with sharp 

points, and fishhooks increased the number of fish caught. Early humans used 

sharp-edged tools to cut up plants and dig roots. They used scraping tools to 

clean animal hides, which they used for clothing and shelter. 

By the end of the Palaeolithic Age, people were making smaller and sharper 

tools. They crafted needles from animal bones to make nets and baskets and to 

sew hides together for clothing. This technology had a far-reaching effect. It 

drove the development of more advanced farming tools and influenced where 

people settled. 



 

 

 

Fast question: Why they made tools?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Changing to Survive 

 

Climate affected how Paleolithic people lived. Some early people lived in cold 

climates and made clothing from animal skins to stay warm. They sought 

protection in available natural shelters, such as caves and rock overhangs. 

Remember, there were no houses or apartment buildings as we know them in 

the Paleolithic Age. Gradually, humans learned to make their own shelters. 

People constructed tents and huts of animal skins, brush, and wood. In very 

cold climates, some people made shelters from ice and snow. In regions where 

wood was scarce, Paleolithic people used the large bones from dead woolly 

mammoths, or hairy elephant-like animals, to build frames for shelters. They 

then covered the bones with animal hides. 

 

People living in warmer climates, on the other hand, needed little clothing or 

shelter. For the purposes of safety and comfort, however, many lived in caves 

and huts. These shelters provided protection against attacks by large animals. 

 

Fire Sparks Changes 

 

Life became less difficult for Paleolithic people once they discovered how to 

make fire. People learned that fire provided warmth in cold caves. It provided 

light when it was dark and could be used to scare away wild animals. Armed 

with spears, hunters could also use fire to chase animals from bushes to be 

killed. Eventually, people gathered around fires to share stories and to cook. 

Cooked food, they discovered, tasted better and was easier to chew and digest. 

In addition, meat that was smoked by fire did not have to be eaten right away 

and could be stored. 

 

How did people learn to use fire? Archaeologists believe early humans 

produced fire by friction. They learned that by rubbing two pieces of wood 

together, the wood became heated and charred. When the wood became hot 

enough, it caught fire. Paleolithic people continued rubbing wood together, 

eventually developing drill-like wooden tools to start fires. They also discovered 

that a certain stone, iron pyrite, gave off sparks when struck against another 



 

rock. The sparks could then ignite dry grass or leaves-another way to start a 

fire. 

 

The Ice Ages 

 

Tools and fire were two important technological developments of Palaeolithic 

people. Throughout history, people have used new technology to help them 

survive when the environment changes. The ice ages were major environmental 

disturbances. The changes they brought about threatened the very survival of 

humans. 

 

What Changes Came With the Ice Ages? 

 

The ice ages were long periods of extreme cold that affected all of Earth. The 

most recent Ice Age began about 100,000 years ago. Thick sheets of ice moved 

across large parts of Europe, Asia, and North America. As the ice sheets, or 

glaciers, grew larger, the water level of the oceans was lowered. The low sea 

levels exposed a strip of dry land connecting the continents of Asia and North 

America. This strip of land was known as a land bridge. The land bridge acted 

as a natural highway that allowed people to travel from Asia into North America. 

From there, Palaeolithic peoples moved southward to settle in different regions. 

How Did the Ice Ages Affect Humans? 

 

Ice age conditions posed a grave threat to human life. To survive in the cold 

temperatures, humans had to adapt, or change, many areas of their lives. One 

way they adapted their diets was by enriching meals with fat. To protect 

themselves from the harsh environment, they learned to build sturdier shelters. 

They also learned to make warm clothing using animal furs. Palaeolithic people 

used fire to help them stay warm in this icy environment. The last Ice Age lasted 

about 90,000 years, ending between about 9000 and 8000 b.c. 

 



 

Fast question: Tell some characteristics about the ice age. Then try to explain 

how did the ices ages affect?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Life in the Neolithic Age 

 

During the Neolithic Age, people settled in villages where they built permanent 

homes. They located villages near fields so people could plant, grow, and 

harvest their crops more easily. People also settled near water sources, 

especially rivers. 

 

Neolithic Communities 

 

Neolithic farming villages developed throughout Europe, India, Egypt, China, 

and Mexico. The biggest and earliest known communities have been found in 

Southwest Asia. One of the oldest communities was Jericho (JAIR • ih • koh). 

This farming village grew in an area between present-day Israel and Jordan 

called the West Bank. The village of Jericho was well established by about 

8000 b.c. It extended across several acres. The area of sun-dried-brick houses 

was surrounded by walls that were several feet thick. 

What Were the Benefits of a Settled Life? 

 

Neolithic people needed protection from the weather and wild animals. A settled 

life provided greater security. Steady food supplies created healthier, growing 

populations. As the population increased, more workers became available. 

Those individuals could grow more crops. Villagers produced more than they 

could eat, so they began to trade their food for supplies they could not produce 

themselves. 

 

Because an abundant amount of food was produced, fewer people were 

needed in the fields. Neolithic people began to take part in economic activities 

other than farming. Specialization (speh • shuh • leh • ZAY • shun) occurred for 

the first time. People took up specific jobs as their talents allowed. Some people 

became artisans, or skilled workers. They made weapons and jewelry that they 

traded with neighboring communities. People made pottery from clay to store 

grain and food. They made baskets from plant fibers. They also used plant 

fibers to weave cloth. Ötzi, the Neolithic Iceman, wore a cape made from woven 



 

grass fibers. These craftspeople, like farmers, also exchanged the goods they 

produced for other things they did not have. 

 

The roles of men and women changed when people moved into settlements. 

Men worked in the fields to farm and herd animals. They gradually became 

more responsible for growing food and protecting the village. Men emerged as 

family and community leaders. Women bore the children and stayed in the 

villages. They wove cloth, using the wool from their sheep. They also used bone 

needles to make clothing from cloth and animal skins. In addition, women 

managed food supplies and performed other tasks. 

 

The growth of communities did not always bring benefits. In some places, such 

as settlements in present-day Jordan, rapid population growth caused 

resources such as wood supplies to be used up quickly. On occasion, this loss 

of forestation caused desert-like conditions to spread. Where this type of 

ecological damage occurred, many settlements were abandoned. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


