Welcome to the last term of Social Sciences in English. This term we are going
to work a history item. Well to be honest we are going to work an item before

the history. As you know we are going to work about prehistory.

Prehistory is something you have already studied this school year, but we are
going to try and approach it in a different way. The main goal of our project is to

review the contents of the prehistory and learn it in English.

This dossier will orient your during the course, you will have to ask some
activities and complete some charts. Also you will have to do a mind map and

chronological line through the prehistory.

The dossier plus the attitude you show in the class will count the 30% of the
global mark, another 30% will come from the presentation you are going to do

at the end of term, and finally the last 40% will come from the mind map and the

chronological line.

So we hope you'll enjoy the last of the Social Science projects.

Hurry up the end it is close!
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© Do gorillas and
humans have a
/] common ancestor?

'1 . Human evolution

Modern-day humans are the result of a long evolutionary process through
which the human species adapted to its environment. Humans belong to the
order Primates, whlc}? also 1ncluqes gorillas and chu'f'ipanzccs, and to palaoanthropologists. His mother Mary
' the genus Homo. Over time, some primates changed physically and became et & il et et #hie ice ]
different from the other primates: Lucy. He left school at 16 after doing

: . badly in his exams, but he went on to
* Bipedalism: They began to stand upright and walk on two feet. This meant y :
: = become a warld famous fossil hunter

that they could use their fr'om extremitics to make tools. They could also O
hold their head above their backs, so they became taller and could see Do you remember

further. what type of
hominid Lucy was?

Richard Leakey was born in 1944, His
parents, Louis and Mary, were famous

* Opposable thumbs: Hominids developed thumbs that could face and touch
the other digits on the same hand. This meant that their hands were flexible
enough to make tools.

* Increased brain size and capacity: Increased brain size made them more
intelligent and enabled them to develop language and art.

The process by which these primates changed physically is called human
evolution. It was a very slow process, during which some species coexisted.
The anly species that survived was Homo sapiens, to which modern-day
humans belong.

These are the main species that underwent this process:

Homo sapiens

Australopithecus

Homo erectus Homo neanderthalensis

Homo habilis

2.5-1.6m years ago. 25000--30000 years ago. From 200000 years ago.

1.6m-120000 years ago.

First hominid to make First hominid t i Coexisted with Homo The species that all humans
stone toals, g i o sapiens, but died off, belong to.
- - T ———— — I T, T—
@ ACTIVITIES ¥/
1. Make a list of the physical changes that primates 3. Richard Leakey's parents, Mary and Louis, were also
., & yhuman evolution. famous palaeoanthropologists. Research one of them
(# ‘i i .
. ! & éfe/ ) and write a short biography about him or her.
-ﬁf SN » antation to your class about the advantages
£ A LA 2L ofbeing a biped rather than a quadiuped.
1
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© Did Prehistory take
place at the same
time everywhere

2 Prehistory A in the world?

Prehistory is an extremely long period of time: it begins with the appearance
of the first humans, over 2.5 million years ago in Africa, and ends when
humans began to write and make a record of their lives, about 5500

© INVESTIGATING THE PAST

Prehistory is studied through archaeclogy.
Archaeology is the study of material

yvears ago. - :

. & remains from the past. Thanks to finds
Prehistory is divided into periods of unequal lengths which are determined such as fossils, tools and other objects, we
by advances in technology. For example, when people started making tools are able to reconstruct the lives of our

from metal instead of stone, we move from the Stone Age to the Metal Ages. ancestars.

Also, these periods began at different times in different places, as you can see
on this map:

Q/‘f ; K"/‘}\
7000 years ago on
the Iberian Peninsula,

toals were still made
of stone.

— \sriam
Peninsula
e

| ~
—

@ /in archaeological dig

Mediterranean Sea

7000 years ago in
Anatolia, people
were already using
metal tools.

° M 2\ N

Periods of Prehistory

This table shows how Prehistory is divided up into ages, periods and sub-
periods. The years shown are when each period began, not how long they

lasted.
- ! Eis . ; A N e ¢ Vo ey
Age Period Sub-period Beginning of period or sub-period = 1 ACTIVITIES ¥
Wt
Lower Palaeclithic 2500000 to 150000 years ago r
e e o 05 4. What event marks the

Palaeolithic period  Widd'e Pzlaeolithic 150000 to 50000 years ago transition from Prehistory to
Stane Age Upper Palaealithic 50000 to 10000 years ago Histary?

Mesalithic period 10000 to 9000 years ago 5. \What determines how we

Neolithic period 9000 to 7000 years ago divide up periods of Prehistory?
Copper Age” 7000 te 5000 years ago 6. Find out what you need 1o

sl W 057 Age! 5000 to 3500 years ago study at university to become

an archaeologist. Do you think

. ) o ;/ * et g : .

~ L /'k é’ hge SRR it would be a fun job? Discuss
y A & \\ I already begun to write and record their lives in sore parts of the world (from 5500 years ago) with ‘the rest of your class.
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Historians call the early period of human history the Stone Age. They do this
because it was the time when people used stone to make tools and weapons.
The earliest part of this period was the Palaeolithic Age. In
Greek, paleolithic means "old stone." Therefore, the Palaeolithic Age is also

called the Old Stone Age.

Fast Question: \What means Palaeolithic in Greek?

3 The Palaeolithic period

The physical changes our ancestors underwent during human evolution
enabled them to manufacture tools and weapons. These tools were made
from stone, wood and bone. People began carving stone during the
Palaeolithic period. In fact, the term Palaeolithic means ‘old stone’. Stone
tools became increasingly more effective and made it possible to hunt and
cut up meat.

How people lived

During the Palaeolithic period, the way people lived varied greatly
depending on the geographical area or climate in which they lived. However,
we can identify a number of common characteristics:

* People lived in small tribes. Cooperation was essential to their survival.
They protected each other, developed hunting strategies and passed on
knowledge. These activities contributed to the development of language.

* They were nomads. They did not have permanent settlements and
travelled around in search of food. They sheltered in caves and built
remporary huts.

* They were hunter-gatherers. They did not know how to produce their
own food. They gathered fruit, consumed carrion and hunted or fished.

* They performed tasks as a group. There may have been a division of
labour between men and women. There was no private property.

* They mastered fire. They used it for heat and light, cooking, sending
smoke signals, hunting and defending themselves against wild animals.
Gathering around a fire helped build relationships and encouraged
communication.
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Surviving in the Palaeolithic Age

Try to imagine what life was like during the Palaeolithic Age. Think about living
in a time long before any roads, farms, or villages existed. Palaeolithic people
often moved around in search of food. They were nomads, or people who
regularly move from place to place to survive. They travelled in groups, or

bands, of about 20 or 30 members.

Palaeolithic people survived by hunting and gathering. The search for food was
their main activity, and it was often difficult. They had to learn which animals to
hunt and which plants to eat. Palaeolithic people hunted buffalo, bison, wild
goats, reindeer, and other animals, depending on where they lived. Along
coastal areas, they fished. These early people also gathered wild nuts, berries,

fruits, wild grains, and green plants.

Fast question: Use your words to explain what means nomads?

Finding food.

Palaeolithic men and women performed different tasks within the group.
Men—not women—nhunted large animals. They often had to search far from
their camp. Men had to learn how animals behaved and how to hunt them. They
had to develop tracking methods. At first, men used clubs or drove the animals
off cliffs to kill them. Over time, however, Palaeolithic people developed tools
and weapons to help them hunt. The traps and spears they made increased

their chances of killing their prey.

=o
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Women stayed close to the camp, which was often located near a stream or
other body of water. They looked after the children and searched nearby woods
and meadows for berries, nuts, and grains. Everyone worked to find food,

because it was the key to the group's survival.

Fast question: How they get food?

Some scientists believe that an equal relationship existed between Palaeolithic
men and women. It is likely that both made decisions that affected the band or
group. Some evidence suggests that some men and women may have hunted
in monogamous pairs. This means that a man and a woman worked together to
find food for themselves and their children. Such groupings became the first

families.

q8i¥s



The Invention of Tools

Culture is the way of life for a group of people who share similar beliefs and
customs. The methods Palaeolithic people used to hunt and gather their food

were part of their culture, as were the tools they used.

Technology tools and methods to perform tasks-was first used by Palaeolithic
people. Before this time, sticks, stones, and tree branches served as tools.
Later, people made devices from a hard stone called flint. Have you ever
imagined how difficult it would be to prepare or eat food without a cutting tool?
Paleolithic people learned that by hitting flint with another hard stone, the flint
would flake into pieces. These pieces had very sharp edges that could be used
for cutting. Hand axes, for example, were large pieces of flint tied to wooden

poles. Flint technology was a major breakthrough for early peoples.

Over time, early people made better, more complex tools. Spears and bows and
arrows made Killing large animals easier. Harpoons, or spears with sharp
points, and fishhooks increased the number of fish caught. Early humans used
sharp-edged tools to cut up plants and dig roots. They used scraping tools to
clean animal hides, which they used for clothing and shelter.

By the end of the Palaeolithic Age, people were making smaller and sharper
tools. They crafted needles from animal bones to make nets and baskets and to
sew hides together for clothing. This technology had a far-reaching effect. It
drove the development of more advanced farming tools and influenced where

people settled.



PALEOLITHIC TOOLS

LOWER PALEOLITHIC MIDDLE PALEOLITHIC

Chopper: pebble, roughly Biface: hand axe knapped Knife: utensil knapped on Scraper: used for cleaning
worked on one side, Used for on both sides. Used for one side. Used far cutting or animal hides® and sharpening
digging and skinning. cutting. as a weapon. knives.

UPPER PALEOLITHIC

(- ’
Blade: finely knapped.

Used as spear heads. . .
Javelin: weapon far throwing.

Similar to a small spear.

R ———- [ —

Harpoon: used for Spear thrower: used Needle: made of bone and used Perforator: used for
fishing. to throw javelins. for sewing. making holes in hides,

Fast question: \Why they made tools?




Changing to Survive

Climate affected how Paleolithic people lived. Some early people lived in cold
climates and made clothing from animal skins to stay warm. They sought
protection in available natural shelters, such as caves and rock overhangs.
Remember, there were no houses or apartment buildings as we know them in
the Paleolithic Age. Gradually, humans learned to make their own shelters.
People constructed tents and huts of animal skins, brush, and wood. In very
cold climates, some people made shelters from ice and snow. In regions where
wood was scarce, Paleolithic people used the large bones from dead woolly
mammoths, or hairy elephant-like animals, to build frames for shelters. They

then covered the bones with animal hides.

People living in warmer climates, on the other hand, needed little clothing or
shelter. For the purposes of safety and comfort, however, many lived in caves

and huts. These shelters provided protection against attacks by large animals.

Fire Sparks Changes

Life became less difficult for Paleolithic people once they discovered how to
make fire. People learned that fire provided warmth in cold caves. It provided
light when it was dark and could be used to scare away wild animals. Armed
with spears, hunters could also use fire to chase animals from bushes to be
killed. Eventually, people gathered around fires to share stories and to cook.
Cooked food, they discovered, tasted better and was easier to chew and digest.
In addition, meat that was smoked by fire did not have to be eaten right away

and could be stored.

How did people learn to use fire? Archaeologists believe early humans

produced fire by friction. They learned that by rubbing two pieces of wood



together, the wood became heated and charred. When the wood became hot
enough, it caught fire. Paleolithic people continued rubbing wood together,
eventually developing drill-like wooden tools to start fires. They also discovered
that a certain stone, iron pyrite, gave off sparks when struck against another
rock. The sparks could then ignite dry grass or leaves-another way to start a

fire.

The Ice Ages

Tools and fire were two important technological developments of Palaeolithic
people. Throughout history, people have used new technology to help them
survive when the environment changes. The ice ages were major environmental
disturbances. The changes they brought about threatened the very survival of

humans.
What Changes Came With the Ice Ages?

The ice ages were long periods of extreme cold that affected all of Earth. The
most recent Ice Age began about 100,000 years ago. Thick sheets of ice moved
across large parts of Europe, Asia, and North America. As the ice sheets, or
glaciers, grew larger, the water level of the oceans was lowered. The low sea
levels exposed a strip of dry land connecting the continents of Asia and North
America. This strip of land was known as a land bridge. The land bridge acted
as a natural highway that allowed people to travel from Asia into North America.

From there, Palaeolithic peoples moved southward to settle in different regions.

How Did the Ice Ages Affect Humans?

Ice age conditions posed a grave threat to human life. To survive in the cold
temperatures, humans had to adapt, or change, many areas of their lives. One
way they adapted their diets was by enriching meals with fat. To protect

themselves from the harsh environment, they learned to build sturdier shelters.

aites

g

SR

)



They also learned to make warm clothing using animal furs. Palaeolithic people
used fire to help them stay warm in this icy environment. The last Ice Age lasted

about 90,000 years, ending between about 9000 and 8000 b.c.

Fast question: Tell some characteristics about the ice age. Then try to explain

how did the ices ages affect?
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6 Prehistoric art

© Why did prehistoric
people paint
A animals in caves?

Prehistoric humans were concerned about many things in life: they were
concerned about obtaining food, reproducing and surviving the forces of
nature. They were also concerned about death. All of this is rellected in their
art, religious practices and the way they buried their dead.

[&D Palacolithic art

We have found the remains of two types of artistic expression from this period:
cave paintings and portable art.

- CAVE PAINTINGS

| Cave paintings were pictures produced on the
interior walls of caves. The paintings were done

| with pigments obtained from a variety of different

| minerals. These pigments were mainly applied by
hand. The figures were painted in several colours,
especially ochre, red and black. Animals, such as bison,
horses, deer and mammaths, were the most commen
subjects in these paintings. Many prehistorians

| believe the paintings had a religious meaning for

f the artists. For example, by painting the animals, the

{ artists may have believed they would be easier to hunt.

PORTABLE ART

s Portable art consisted of carvings and sculptures that
could be moved from one place to another. They were
made of stone, bone or clay. Two types of figurines have
oeen found:

Animal figurines, such as horses and bison. These
figurines were carved in bone or ivory and were primarily
ased as amulets,

Female figurines which depictad the attributes of women. k 7
These figurines were carved in stone and are known as Venus © The Venus of Willendorf
figurines. They symbolised fertility. (Austria)

g, .;'-"..C-fIVITIES

24. Are the following statements true or false? Correct the false statements.

a. Prehistoric art depicted subjects which were of great importance to people.
b. Only one colour was used in cave paintings.
c. Venus figurines were portable pieces of art.

PE Funlnin tha Aiffeeancas hatween portable art and cave paintings.

.
ﬁﬁ{ g % zg?k%/nation about Venus figurines. Write a brief report about

he internet to help you,

| @ The Altamira cave paintings {Cantabria, Spain)

O A carved bison made of reindeer antler
{La Madeleine, France)
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7 Preh iStory on the © Where did the prehistoric
- . inhabitants of the Islas
lberlan Pen|rISUIa 4 Baleares bury their dead?

The first inhabitants

Much of what we know about the first inhabitants on the Iberian Peninsula
comes from remains and artefacts found in the Sierra de Atapuerca, Burgos.
The finds from Gran Dolina site at Atapuerca (see page 20} include human
fossils and stone tools. These fossils have certain characteristics which are
different from what we previously knew about the first inhabitants on the
Iherian Peninsula. They belong to an 800000-year-old hominid known as
Homio antecessor.

Homo antecessor is believed by many scientists to be an ancestor of both
Neanderthals and modern-day humans (although this is still being debated).
Its height and proportions were similar to ours, although it was more heavily
built and had a smaller brain.

The Palaeolithic and Mesolithic periods

Archaeologists have discovered many human and stone remains in different
arcas of the lberian Peninsula, mostly in the north and east of the Peninsula.
Some of the most well preserved prehistoric cave paintings in Europe are found
on the Therian Peninsula. These cave paintings are so well preserved because
the caves are very deep and sheltered from climatic influences.

THE PALAEOLITHIC AND MESOLITHIC
ON THE IBERIAN PENINSULA

During the Upper Palaeollthn:
the inhabitants of the north of
the Iberian Peninsula created cave

The best examples of
Mesolithic remains have

paintings in Altamira, El Castillo, Vs = beenfound in the east of
La Pasiega (Cantabria), El Pindal o &4 Q the Iherian Peninsula, in
and Tito Bustillo (Asturias). “—_”'*’{\‘ 0 \ : places such as Albarracin
- ; j egrs S e {Teruel), Alpera and
(‘,A_r ”’%\ T o ge? Minateda (Albacete).
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Area of Palaeolithic cave painting in Cantabria

-'R Mesolithic cave paintings

ﬁ § g gf g}// B Area of Mesolithic cave painting in Levante
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